THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
the areas we have mentioned, and to the remarkable
advantage of all concerned/
He adds:
Tor illumination on the nature of the present case,
though not on its extent, let us all remember the pro-
found prophecy not of a German but of one of the
founders of the modern Czech revival, Francis
Palatzky. "If Austria did not exist it would have to
be invented." And this holds true in the spirit though
the reconstruction necessary would now have to be
carried out on a magnified scale, as we ha\e seen*
The historic Hapsburg monarchy, though an obsolete
political structure in its last period, was an admirable
economic system, with far better conditions of general
human welfare and progress than now exist where it
stood among the disrupted fragments and the "Bal-
kanised" discords of the separated states. They ought
to be as efficiently connected with each other and with
Germany along die whole course of the Danube as are
the American states along that other "ole man river",
the Mississippi/
In other words, the whole plan is pretty much what
we accused Germany of desiring to do before the
War, and which we entered the War to prevent She
would probably have achieved just such a purpose as
that described by Mr. Garvin if we and our Allies had
not made war upon her.
This is not the place to examine in detail such a
plan. But we may ask how it is consistent not only
with the policy of yesterday, with that of the War
itself, with the existing commitments of Britain, but
with the experience of very recent history*
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